


The Flawless vs. Flawed 

of 2020 

Flawless - Personal Reflection, Self Love, Creativity, & 
Artistic Discovery

Flawed- Political Injustice  





                     
#TeamFlawless: Stress 

Relievers & Tools
 Meditation is one way to relieve stress. It can be a couple of 

minutes to worry less and focus on your self more.

Reading is also a tool to relieve 
stress. You can explore any place 

or alternate universe.
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Making Art is one of the BEST forms of self care . When 
creating art you make it with a piece of your self. Just 

being able to create an image, put it down on paper, 
 and bring it to life is kinda magical!

Writing is also one of the best tools for self care. Just being 
able to write and express whatever your feeling is a 
beautiful thing. Writing can help release pent up emotions 
and negative energy that can keep you from reaching your 
fullest potential as a person.

Art by: Mars E.Art by: Diamond T.





PHOTOGRAPHER 

Name: Sakinah F.

 
 What inspires you? What inspired this piece/idea?
I really love to capture the moments I’m in, so being at the protest 
and seeing those signs really spoke to me about the reality of the 
state we’re living in.

What is happening during this particular moment in history(a 
pandemic, a presidential election, and political uprisings) that 
makes you want to create art/ share a message?
This was a protest in honor of not only the black lives we’ve lost 
this year but the lives we’ve lost in the previous years, so this 
protest was so important for me. Also seeing all the people 
protesting of all shades really meant a lot to me because it 
showed that there are people that really care.

What do you think is the importance of art in the grand scheme 
of history and politics?
I think art is apart of history and politics because you capture so 
much and a picture can say 1,000 words.
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Flawed:COVID-19 in Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools

PowerU Center for Social 
Change and the fight to 
improve MDCPS.

On election day, I sat down to speak with Niki 
Franco, the Civic Engagement Organizer at 
PowerU Center for Social Change, about how 
Miami Dade County Public Schools (MDCPS) 
and its students and teachers have handled 
the various crises of 2020. In Niki’s words, 
PowerU is ‘a political home for Black and 
Brown working-class youth who 
attend  MDCPS, the fourth largest school 
district in the nation, and which fights for 
self-determination, for mental health 
resources, for restorative justice, for 
reproductive justice, and ultimately for 
benefits to be shared collectively.’
 
 PowerU has intentionally been organizing 
around the school board budget to fight 
attacks to public education in Florida, one of 
the ten lowest funded public education 
systems in the country. In this interview, Niki 
and I delve into MDCPS’ negligence of its 
students and teachers and the resilience of 
PowerU’s community in such difficult times. 

By: Laura Rosado
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   This year with COVID, there were a 
lot of crises and a lot of ruptures. We 
are currently in almost a month of 
reopening in person and over 500 
schools in South Florida have COVID 
cases. One of the main things students 
want is mental health resources which 
have experienced a fundamental 
deterioration due to cuts in funding. 
Young people are experiencing the 
highest form of alienation, depression, 
and anxiety, and isolation that they've 
ever experienced. For a teenager who’s 
in development and who is used to 
waking up and spending eight to nine 
hours of their day in social interaction 
with their peers, it’s been an ongoing 
crisis.   
    Teachers have not been supported. I 
have talked to teachers all across the 
County from down South in district 
nine up to the County line and the 
Beach, to down West and the suburbs 
and everywhere you will hear 
consistent pleas for support. 

Teachers deeply, deeply, also need 
mental support and they also need to 
be appreciated and valued. Teachers 
I've spoken to and have said, ‘I'm just 
a teacher and I love teaching kids but 
I didn't sign up to be a first responder. 
And our salary is definitely not one 
that sort of compensates that.’ It's 
very clear that our society doesn't 
value teachers, but they are literally 
educating our children and our future 
community leaders. 
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What is PowerU’s long term 
vision for a fundamentally 
changed MDCPS? 
 Our work has been trying to engage 
people in the process of public budgets, 
which is boring, unexciting, and very 
bureaucratic, but we see the 
importance of having our communities 
engage with a process that's very much 
constructed to keep us out. And I think 

one of the main things we want people to understand 
is the fact that the majority of the money funding our 
public schools is not coming from the state, it’s 
coming from our taxes locally. So in the most simple 
form, that's our money and we should have a say in it 
and its use. PowerU has been an organizing vehicle for 
helping our community to sort of figure out who has 
power in my community and how do we shift that 
hierarchy of power to actually serve everyone and not 
just the few, which is essentially our mission at 
PowerU. 
   I think the way that we at PowerU think about it is, 
there’s such a narrow curriculum and such a narrow 
space of existing in schools, because of standardized 
testing, because of privatization, because of lack of 
support, because of lack of comprehensive sex 
education, because of lack of nurses, because of 
overworked teachers.  So we ask ourselves: What 
would it mean in pre-K and kindergarten for young 
children to be taught things of consent, not in a sexual 
way, but in a way that allows them to know when to 
say no and to exert their boundaries and personal 
space? What would it mean if cultural, ethnic 
backgrounds, and diversity were taught in schools? 
What would it mean if children were taught to 
understand gender and sexuality and to be not only 
inclusive but welcoming of folks who are different 
from them?
   If that was the environment we were growing up in 
since pre-K, I would argue that we'd probably have a 
less anxious society, a less depressed society, a more 
tolerant, more inclusive and more democratic society. 
I think it would make us feel less alienated and I 
believe that there's more than enough resources in 
this country and in the state to make these things a 
reality, and it would have such lasting effect for all of 
our lives. Think inclusivity, point blank. All of these 
forms of violence that we see could be counteracted if 
we centered support and care and resources for our 
community, and that is what PowerU is working to 
achieve in MDCPS.

 
To learn more about PowerU Center for Social 
Change, visit https://www.poweru.org/ or 
their instagram @poweru305
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Educating a women on her 
body is one of the most 

important things to do. There 
are so many different theories 

and myths about the female 
body. There is unrealistic 
standards that women are 

asked to live up to.  It is 
inhumane and makes us feel 

like objects. 







Women's education plays an important 
role in the progress of any nation.

A mans education mainly benefits 
him.  Education for girls is equivalent to 

supporting her entire family. 
 

#FLAWED 
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Writing is one of the best 
tools for self care. Being 

able to take your feelings or 
pent up emotion and 
release it in to poetry, 

music, free write's, or even 
a story just calms the soul. 
It's actually quite magical. 
The next few pieces of art 

are from SOUL Sister's 
Freedom Summer Institute. 



Poem by Julie P.
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 NOTES FROM CREATOR of "The Flavor of 2020":  

Name: Aleisha R.
 

 What I created this summer was really an outlet to 
share how I was coping with everything that 
seemed to be going wrong. The cookbook was 
definitely supposed to be lighthearted but also a 
dig at many of the evils that I was reckoning with 
this summer. The photos were a sort of insight into 
how I was being personally affected by the 
pandemic - having to move around a lot. It also 
took a look at my experience as a woman and as a 
black woman in particular.
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Art by Aleisha R.



THE POET of "BLOOD & CONQUER ":  

Name: Alexandra L.

 What inspires you? What inspired this piece/idea?

 This poem accurately illustrates the light brought by my great 
grandfather, Vicente when he first immigrated to Florida from 
Peru during the Great Depression of the 30s. Stories of blue 
collared jobs and immigration status (referring to the Emergency 
Quota Act) taught me that anyone can work using brawn and 
brain for what they want to achieve.

What do you think is the importance of art in the grand scheme 
of history and politics?
 
Art remains to be seen whether America prefers the media over 
scientific facts, overexposure to justice, and narcissits over 
empaths. We must hope that the American people can think for 
themselves come November. I long, like you to live to see the day.



 THE POET of "BLOOD & CONQUER " & WRITER of 
"FISH":  

Name: Alexandra L.

  What is happening during this particular moment in history(a 
pandemic, a presidential election, and political uprisings) that 
makes you want to create art/ share a message?
 
In an interview with Washington Post columnist Bob Woodward 
in February, Trump admitted he knew that Covid-19 was "deadly " 
while publicly claiming the pandemic was a “hoax”. What 
emerges from the Woodward interview is that if Trump is re-
elected, it would confirm the malevolence of Trump who, 
beginning with his family’s business racist housing practices in 
the 1970s, continued to administer discrimination with the family 
separation policy along the southern border and, now, to his 
dangerous, deadly dismissal of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Making art would have detrimental meaning in today’s fragile 
political, disease-ridden environment.



Blood & Conquer by Alexandra L. 
 On a mountain where wealth and greed
is guaranteed in the Americas 
Armed with the kingly crown of Nigerians and Peruvians
and book by which they swore.

Comes forth a needy demon
with desires exploding,
with rage and hunger!
Its name was The New Order

From the seas of Europe to the Middle East,
souls cry in solitude during the Great Depression
overshadowed by the rising Cubans
In patience to abide with $8/day
to veil terror and check the show of pride.

When darkness fell upon these innocent children - Oh darkness!
trapped in a tight space
there was not food for light
as bright as the moonlight.

Ethnicity and race were the wings that captured dark clouds
lying behind
no golden sun rays.

As the white man noticed 
the names of those children
he was blinded by prosperity and affluence.
Not the agony, woe, and sorrow
society faced,
not their tranquility and glee.

And what was feeding the White Man’s burden?
What was it?
"Blood and conquer", the Emergency Quota Act of 1924 said.





 
 THE POET OF "SUMMER BLUES":

Name: Celena K. aka "Henny" 

  What inspires you? What inspired this piece/idea?
What inspires me has been my 20/20 vision, in the year of 2020. 
What inspired this piece was the national spark of both riots & 
protest in the early summer, resulted from the Killings of GEORGE 
FLOYD & BREONNA TAYLOR, and further to shed a light upon 
racial injustice.

What is happening during this particular moment in history(a 
pandemic, a presidential election, and political uprisings) that 
makes you want to create art/ share a message?
 
A current day civil rights movement, and a global pandemic

What do you think is the importance of art in the grand scheme 
of history and politics?
 
Art isn't what you see, but it's what you make others see.



 
 THE POET OF "SUMMER BLUES":

Name: Celena K. aka "Henny" 

  My artwork represents who i am, and what inspired my 
character, and sparked my creativity. My artwork represents 
where i’ve come from, where i’ve grown up, and where i plan on 
going. I’m from new york. To an outsider, that means pretty city 
lights preferably times square. But as a new yorker, it is far more 
than just some pretty lights. It’s a culture, it is a lifestyle, it is a 
completely different breed. Some of the most notorious and self 
made - well known figures have paved their way from this small 
city, to the big screens and million dollar mansions. The city 
labeled as “the place where dreams come true.” But no one ever 
mentions the reality of it. What this city is really like. The 
madness behind it all, and the beauty of which derives from all of 
the chaos. As a new yorker, i turn my pain into passion and my 
art into a representation of reality, for outsiders as well as 
insiders. I enjoy sharing my passion as well as my perspective 
and perception, for the world to see. Different eyes, Different 
angles, Different perception.





By Denise T.



Poem by C'arah P. & Basmas E. 
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By Basma E.



Add body text
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Poem by Aleisha R.



Photo by: Sarahfina C.



Art by: Laura R.



Poem by: Julie P.



Interview by Ahnyia Grainger 
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By: Kayla T.
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By: Adeyemisi O.



Til l next time, 2020, burn 
baby, burn.. .


